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HIGHLIGHTS

The highlights of our Study of the Socio-Fconomic
Characteristics of Americans of Spanish Origin are
presented below. The full text of the report, including
substantiating data, follows. The highlights are organized
according to the primary subgroups in the Spanish Origin
population: Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, and Cuban
Americans.
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Mexican Americans

Population Characteristics

® Mexican Americans constitute some 2.2% of the total
population of the United States.

® Of all Mexican Americans in the United States, 87%
live in the five southwestern states: California
(41%), Texas (36%), Arizona (5%), New Mexico (3%),
and Colorado (2%).

® Four out of every five Mexican Americans were born
1n the United States. More than half (57%) had
parents who were also born in this country.

® Mexican Americans, commonly stereotyped as being
farm workers, are more concentrated in the cities
than is the total U.S. nopulation. They live mainly
in the central cities o. large metropolitan area.
Nearly half of the Mexican Americans (46%) live in
central cities, while 32% are.found in suburban
areas surrounding these cities. 11% are reported
living in smaller urban areas and only 15% live in
rural areas.

Census Undercount

® The Census Bureau admits to some degree of undercount
for the Spanish Speaking, and recent Census estimates
of the number of persons of Spanish Origin in the
United States have been revised upward. The greatest
change occurred in estimates of the Mexican American
population with a nearly 40% rise projected in 1973
over 1970.

Immigration

® The Mexican Americans constitute the largest Spanish
Speaking population group both among native born and
among foreign born. Between 1960 and 1973, over
660,000 legal Mexican immigrants entered the United
States, an average of 47,000 each year.

Age Distribution

® About one-third «f the total population in the Unj ted
States is under 18 years of age. However, families
of Spanish Origin tend to be larger and include more
children. Almost half (47%) of the Mexican Americans
are under 18 years of age.




Family
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Fewer Mexican Americans are elderly. Only 4% of all

the Mexican Americans in this country are 65 or over,
compared to 10% of all persons in this country. Several
factors may be responsible for this low proportion of
older persons: (a) most recent Mexican American immi-
grants in the U.S. are young, (b) some Mexican Americans
choose to return to Mexico when they become older; and
(c) the poverty conditions that characterize the

Mexican American population in this country, coupled with
inadequate medical care, generally yield 11l health, and
hence shorter live.

Characteristics

Few Mexican American family units contain dissolved
marriages, although the percentage of husband/wife
families in the Mexican American population (82%) is
still somewhat lower than in the total U.S. population
(86%). Of all Mexican American families, 13% have a
woman as the head compared to 11% in the total popu-
lation.

Of all the children in the total population under
18 years of age, 85% live with both their parents.
In the Mexican American population, 4 out of every
5 children (80%) live with both their parents, a
proportion only slightly under that for the total
population.

Just over half of all husband/wife families in the
United States (56%) have children, but fully three-
quarters (76%) of all the Mexican American husband/wife
families have.

Approximately one-quarter (27%) of all husband/wife
families in the country have young children 6 years
old or less, but almost half (46%) of all Mexican
American families have children in this age group.

Among all families with children 18 years old or less
in the total U.S. population, 36% have three or more.
The percentage is a very high 52% for Mexicans.

While 55% of all female-headed families in the United
States have children under 18, 68% of Mexican American
female~headed families do.

About one out of every six married persons of Mexican
American origin is married to spouse of a different
subgroup compared to 1% in the total U.S. population.
The rate of intermarriage among younger Mexican
Arericans has been increasing steadily.




Lducation Characteristics

® The education system has .cerved as a major barrier to
economic success for persc.ns of Spanish Origin. 1In
1970, about one-quarter (27.) of Mexican Americans
16 years of age and over had graduated from high
school. This is seriously below the 55% of the U. S.
population who had gradu..ed from high school.

® Magnifying the problem eve'. fu cher, almost half (47%)
of all Mexican American malas 16 and over have not
progressed beyond the eighth grade, while only 27% of
all U.S. males, 16 and over, have had so little
education.

® 1In 1970, Mexican Ame:ricans still had few college
graduates. Of those 1¢ y=ars old and over, only 2.5%
and 1l.4% of the males and females respectively were
college graduates, compared to 12.6% of the males and 7.8%
of the females in the total U.S. population with this much
education. -

e Only 25% of Mexican American men 18-24 are enrolled
in schools and colleges, which is 13% lower than the
average for all men in the U.S. Mexican American
females fall well below that rate with only 18% of
that age enrolled in school, compared to 27% of the
females 1n the total population who are enrolled.

¢ In 1969, 72% of all Mexican Americans reported that
they spoke Spanish in their homes when they were
children (mother tongue). The majority of these
persons continued to use Spanish in the home; 47% of
Mexican Americans reported speaking Spanish at home.
In 1971, some 90% of the Mexican Americans who did
not complete elementary school spoke English in
their homes.

Zmployment Characteristics

e 77% of all the Mexican American men are in the labor
force--the same as for the total male population in
the U.S.; nonetheless, a much larger proportion of
Mexlican American men are unemployed (6.1%) compared
to the nation.l rate of 3.9%. A most important factor
related to the relatively high unemployment rates is
the lower levels of education experienced by Mexican
Americans.

'
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The labor force participation rate for Mexican American
women at (36%) is below the national rate for all women
in the United States {(41%). The employment status of
Mexican Amerjican women is made worse by the fact that
8.9% are unemployed. Thus, the actual number of Mexican
American women is even smaller than tiieir labor force
participation rates indicate; only 33% of all Mexican
American women are employed, while 39% of all women in
the U.S. are employed.

Over half (51%)of all families in the United States

are supported by more than one earner. Mexican American
families are at about the same level, yet only 29% of
all Mexican American wives in husband/wife families are
emploved, compared to 39% of all such wives in the
country. This suggests that more Mexican American young
peonle are employed in order to supplement the family
income.

Close to one~third of ail Mexican American women are
employed in low-skilled, white—collar occupations.
Nationally, over 40% of the total female population
are employed in such positions.

About a yuarter (26%) of all employed Mexican American
wonien are in semi-skilled, blue-collar jobs, and another
Juarter (26%) are in low-skilied service jobs, compared
to lés and 20% respectively of women in the total U.S.
population who hold these jobs.

The proportion of Mexican American men employed in

high status, professional and managerial occupations

i3 extremely low. In the total population, 25% of

all males are employed in such occupations; only one

of every eleven Mexican American males (9%) is employed
in these high status positions.

While the proportion of Mexican American men who are

in the skilled, blue-collar occupations (21i%) equals
the national figares for the U.S. male population,

the proportion of Mexican American men who are employed
in the low-skilled, labor occupations is extremely high

’

{ 233}, in comparigon to the national figure of 11%.

Although the Mexican American is stereotyped as a farm
worker, only one of every ten Mexican American men is
employzed as a farm manager or farm laborer.

o~
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Income Characteristics

Of all Mexican American males 16 and over, 43% have
an annual income of less than $4,000--compared to
31% of all males in the country earning such low
incomes.

While a gquarter (25%) of all men in the United States
have an income of $10,000 a year or more, only 10%

of the Mexican American men have such incomes. A
clear relationship exists between the low percentage
of Mexican American men in professional and managerial
occupations and the similarly low percentage of men
with earnings over $10,000 a year.

With such low incomes, the income~of a second bread-
winner is a vital factor for Mexican Americans in
the support of their large families. Yet the pro-
portion of Mexican American wives in the labor force
is 10% lower than for the country as a whole.

Of all women nationally, 68% make under $4,000 and
barely 3% earn $10,000 a year or more. Of all Mexican
American women, 79% earn $4,000 or less; and only 1%
has an income of $10,000 and above.

A quarter of Mexican American families exist on an
income of less than $4,000 a year. This is 10% greater
than the proportion of low income families found in

the total population. However, these figures do not
reflect the impact that the large number of persons

per family has on the income of the Mexican Americans.
Mexican Americans have a family income of $6,962 and

a per capita income of $1,716, far below that of the
total U.S. population, where familv income is $9,590
and per capita income is $3,139.

Just over a quarter (27%) of Mexican American families
nationally have an annual income of $10,000 or more.
This is 20% less than the proportion earning this much
in the total population.

Mexican American female-headed families are far worse
off than the general population of female-headed
families. Of all female-headed families, 41% have an
income under $4,000, while 57% of Mexican American
families in this category earn such low incomes.
While 18% of all female heads support their families
on $10,000 or more per year, half as many Mexican
American female heads do.

"
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Poverty Characteristics

e Close to one-quarter (24%) of all Mexican American
families in this country are in poverty, a proportion
twice as great as in the total population (11%). The
poverty status is exacerbated by the fact that the
Mexican American family is among the largest in the
United States.

e Levels of poverty are highest among the uneducated in
the Mexican American population. At every level of
education completed by family heads, there is greater
poverty in the Mexican American population than in

the total population. For example, the rate of poverty
among Mexican American families whose heads are college

educated (about 4%) is twice as great as the rate of
poverty among all families with a college-educated
head (about 2%).

vii

e Over half of the Mexican American female-headed families
are in poverty, while less than one-third of such families

in the total population are poor.

® Of all elderly Mexican Americans, 37% are poor, a pro-

portion 11% above the national rate. 44% of all

Mexican Americans who live alone (unrelated individuals)

are in poverty, compared to a national rate of 37%.

Sources of Income

Social Security

e The Mexican Americans are not receiving Social Security
benefits at a rate comparable to the rest of the popu-

lation. One in every five families in the total population

receives this type of income, but only 14% of Mexican
Americans do.

e Although Social Security benefits are received primarily

by the elderly, and the proportion of elderly in the
Mexican American population is much less than in the
total U.S. population, the proportion of Mexican

Americans receiving Social Security is less compara-
tively than their proportion of elderly. Of all U.S.

families with family heads who are 65 years old or over,

84% receive Social Security, but only 72% of Mexican
Anericans in this category do. The proportion of
poverty families with an elderly head of household
receiving Social Security is lower still (69%).

.
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Public Assistance

® With their high rate of poverty, a very large pro-
portion of Mexican American families, close to one
out of eight (12%), are on public assistance-—more
than twice the rate for all U.S. families (5%). One-
half the number of Mexican American families with
inadequate incomes are receiving public assistance.




Puerto Ricans

Population Characteristics

® The 1.4 million Puerto Ricans in the United States
represent 0.7% of the country's total population.
More than three-quarters of all Puerto Ricans live
in the tri-state area of New York (64%), New Jersey
(10%) and Connecticut (3%).

e In 1910, about 1,500 persons born in Puerto Rico were
reported in the United States. In each decade since
that time (with the exception of the 1940's) the Census
has recorded a substantial growth in this population.
However, between 1960 and 1970 the rate of growth
appears once more to have decreased. In terms of actual
numbers, the number of persons of Puerto Rican birth
recorded in the 1970 Census increased only a third over
the number reported in the 1960 Census, whereas the
number of persons of Puerto Rican birth in the 1960
Census had been a one-and-three-quarter increase over
the 1950 Census.-

® A majority of the Spanish American populations in the
United States are urban dwellers; this is particularly
true of the Puerto Ricans of whom 98% are urban. A
large majority of those Puerto Ricans who entered the
United States following World War II settled in New York
City; since then, however, younger Puerto Ricans are
settling in other metropolitan areas. In 1940, 88% of
all Puerto Ricans in the United States lived in New York
City, but by 1970, only 59% lived there.

® Over half of all Puerto ,Ricans in this country were born
in Puerto Rico. Of those Puerto Ricans 20 years of age
and above, only 15% were born in the United States. The
proportion who were born on the Island remains about the
same in all the states where Puerto Ricans are now
concentrated. Among the elderly, who represent a very
small percentage of the Puerto Rican population, only
9% are of U.S. birth.

e About one-third of the total population in the United
States is under 18 years of age. However, families of
Spanish Origin tend to be larger and include more children;
almost half (47%) of the Puerto Rican population is under
18 years of age.

Family Characteristics

® Tn the United States, 86% of all families consist of a
husband, wife, and their children, if they have any.
Among Puerto Ricans in the U.S., however, only 72% of
the families contain both husbands and wives.




® Over half (56%) of all husband/wife families in the
United States have children under 18, but fully three-
quarters (75%) of all Puerto Rican famiiies do.

® Approximately one-quarter (27%) of all husband/wife
families in the country have young children, 6 years
old or less, but almost half (45%) of all Puerto Rican
families have children in this age group.

® In the total U.S. population, of those families with
children 18 years old or under, 36% have three or more
children. The percentage is considerably higher for
Puerto Ricans at 44%.

®© Of all the children in the total population under 18
years of age, 85% live with both their parents. Less
than two-thirds of all Puerto Rican children live with
both their parents.

® Almost a quarter (24%) of all Puerto Rican families in
the United States have a female head,compared to 11%
in the total U.S. population; furthermore, 82% of the
Puerto Rican female-headed families have children under
18, while only 55% of female-headed far.lies in the
total population have children under 18.

® About one out of every six married persons of Puerto
Rican origin is married to a spouse of a different
subgroup, compared to a 1% intermarriage rate for the
total population. The rate of intermarriage among Puerto
Ricans varies little on the basis of age and, in the case
of women, has actually decreased.

Educational Characteristics &

® Only 72% of all Puerto Rican males and 70% of Puerto
Rican females 14-17 years old are enrolled in school,
over 20% below the average for the total population. No
other population group has as serious a school drop-out
rate. The economic disadvantage which the drop-out rate
reveals is made clearer by the fact that 45% of all
Puerto Rican male youths 16-24 years of age, who left
high school prior to graduation, are without a joo.

® Only 13% of Puerto Rican males 18-24 years of age are
enrolled in school, a rate nearly two-thirds less than
that of the total population. The enrollment rate of the
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Puerto Rican females is the lowest of all. Only 10%
of the female Puerto Rican population of this age are
enrolled in any kind of postsecondary educational
program, the lowest rate for any population subgroup.

The educational attainment of Puerto Rican men is very
low with only 9.7 median years of schooling, compared

to 12.1 years for total U.S. men. The percentage of
poorly educated men (with eight or fewer years of school)
is 43%, 16% higher than that of the total population;
only 27% of Puerto Rican men have completed high school
in contrast to 54% of the total male population.

The Puerto Rican population is basically an urban popu-
lation whose various social (including educational)
characteristics are affected little by the rural variances.
Despite this, educational achievement for Puerto Rican
women is extremely low compared to that of the women in
the total U.S. population. The median years of schooling
attained by Puerto Rican women is only 9.3 years, in
contrast to 12.1 years for the total female population.

Of all Puerto Rican women, 48% have not attended school
beyond the elementary level. Unusually, the proportion
of Puerto Rican women completing no more than eight or
fewer years of school is 5% greater than the rate among
Puerto Rican men.

Only one-quarter (26%) of Puerto Rican women are high
school graduates and only 1.7% are college graduates. 1In
contrast, 55% of women in the total U.S. population have
graduated from high school, and 7.8% are college graduates.

With the low level of education attained by Puerto Ricans
a major increase in educational opportunities, including
opportunities for vocational training, is clearly an
important need. However, the proportion of Puerto Ricans
who currently have completed a vocational training program
(16% of all persons 16-64 years of age with less than 3
years of college education) falls far short of persons of
that age with less than 3 years of college who have
completed such training in the total population (25%).

In 1969, 83% of all Puerto Ricans reported that they spoke
Spanish in their home when they were children (mother
tongue) . The majority of these persons continued to v-e
Spanish in the home; 72% of Puerto Ricans reported speaking
Spanish at home. In 1971, some 90% of the Puerto Ricans
who did not complete elementary school reported speaking
Spanish in their home.




Employment Characteristics

© The 1370 Census clearly indicates that the Puerto Ricans

are in the labor force--virtually the same as the total
male population in the U.S.

Nonetheless, a wmuch larger proportion of Puerto Rican
men are unemployed (5.6%) than men in the total popu-
lation (3.9%). A most important factor related to the
relatively high unemployment rates is the lower rates
of education experienced by Puerto Ricans.

The labor force participation rate for Puerto Rican
women at 32% is far below the 41% national rate for all
women in the United States.

The employment status of Puerto Rican women is made
worse by the fact that 8.7% are unemploved; thus, the
actual number of Puerto Rican women who are employed

is even smallexr than their low labor force participation
rates indicate. Only 29% of all Puerto Rican women are
in fact emploved.

Over half (51%) of all families in the United States are
supported by more than one earner. Puerto Rican families
have a much smaller proportiorn of their families with two
or more earncrs (36%). Only 28% of all Puerto Rican wives
in husband/wife families are in the labor force compared
to 39% of all such wives in the country.

Amcng Puerto Ricans, fewer female heads of families (24%)
than wives (28%2) are in the work force. This presents an
opposite picture from the total U.S. population where 56%
of all female heads work, but only 39% of wives in husband/
wife families do.

xii
are a hard-working people. 76% of the Puerto Rican men

The rate of labor force participation of Puerto Rican women
has actually declined for virtually all age levels over the
past 10 years. This pattern 1is contrary to the trend for
women in every other population group, whosc participation
in the work force has increased during the past decade.

The decline in labor force participation has been among
Puerto Rican women born on the Island rather than among
those born in the United States. Labor force participation
among the latter has remained constant and even gained
among mature women, 435-64 years old.

0G21
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The proportion of employed Puerto Rican men in higher
status professional and managerial occupations, is one
in ten, compared to one in four for all males in the
total population.

® Just over half of all Puerto Rican males are employed
in skilled and semi-skilled, blue-collar occupations
with twice as many in the semi-skilled occupations (34%)
as in the skilled ones (17%). In contrast, 21% of the
men in the total population are employed in the skilled,
blue-collar jobs and 20% are in the semi-skilled ones.

® A quarter (26%) of all Puerto Rican men are employed in
the primarily low-skilled occupations as laborers and
service workers., This is 8% gceater than the proportion
of the total U.S. male population employed in the same
occupational categories.

® As it is for Puerto Rican males, the largest single
emplovment category for Puerto Rican females in the United
States is as semi-skilled operatives. Two in five (40%)
Puerto Rican women work in this occupation; only 14% of
all woren in the U.S. are employed in this occupational
area.

e Another 34% of Puerto Rican women are employed as white- -
collar, clerical and sales workers. This is 8% less than
the proportion among women in the total population, but
close enough to national levels to indicate some economic
mobility from blue-collar to white-collar jobs on the part
of the Puerto Rican fomale.

e Only al-out 9% of all Puerto Rican women are in professional
and managerial occupations. This is the same percentage
as among Puerto Rican men and one-half the percentage found
among all women in the population.

® Despite low educational attainments, only 14% of Puerto
Rican women are employed in the low-skilled service
occupations--6~ less than the proportion among all women
in the United States. Puerto Rican women who are unable
to obtain employment in more skilled occupations, by virtue
of their poor educational backgrounds and language diffi-
culties, apparently stay out of the labor force entirely.

Inceome Characteristics

® The provortion of Puerto Rican males 16 years and over with
a low income less than $4,000 (34%) is onlv slightly
greater than the average for the total country (31%), in
part 1 product of Puerto Rican concentration in the Northeast
where the cost of living and incomes are higher than in
many other parts of the U.S.
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© The proportion of Puerto Rican males earning $10,000
or more (8%) is one-third of that for the nation as a
whole (25%), Although the proportion in very low income
brackets among the men is not high, the proportion
earning moderate or higher incomes is very low indeed.
The lower income ranges of Puerto Rican males highlight
the fact that the additional income from a second earner
is of great importance to the economic sufficiency of

. the family, yet the labor force participation rate of

Puerto Rican women is extremely low.

® Nationally, the percentage of Puerto Rican women with
an income less than $4,000 is close to the average for
the country; 70% compared to 68% for the nation as a
whole; but only 1% are earning over $10,000 a year
compared to 3% of women nationally. This small percentage
of higher income earners among women all but cancels any
indication of economic progress that the smaller proportion
in the lowest wage bracket might suggest.

® The fewer earners and the higher proportion of female-headed
families produce the great proportion of low income levels
in Puerto Rican families. Almost three in ten (28%) of all
Puerto Rican families have an annual income of less than
$4,000, and only 22% earn $10,000 or more.

© Among Puerto Ricans the head of one of every four families
is a young woman who has the sole responsibility for
supporting her children. It is these family heads who
have the greatest difficulty earning an income sufficient
to support the other members. Of all Puerto Rican female
heads of families, 65% support their families on incomes
under $4,000--24% more than families with female heads
nationally.

Poverty Characteristics

e Of all Puerto Rican families, 27% are in poverty, 16%
more than the percentage of poverty among all U.S.
families.

® Over half (53%) of all Puerto Rican families in poverty
are female headed compared to the total U.S. rate of 33%.

® The incidence of poverty among elderly persons (29%) and
persons who live alone (33%) is not markedly higher in
the Puerto Rican population than among the total U.S.
population. 26% of the total U.S. elderly population
are poor and 37% of persons living alone in the total
U.S. are poor. Thus the problem of poverty among the
Puerto Ricans 1s acute, but characteristically found
among young families, particularly female-headed families,
rather than among single or elderly persons.




Sources of Income

Social Security

® The Puerto Ricans are not receiving Social Security
benefits at a rate comparable to the rest of the popu-
lation. One in every five families in the total popu-
lation receives this type of income, but the proportion
is less than one in ten for Puerto Rican families.
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® Although Social Security benefits are received primarily

by the elderly, and the proportion of elderly in the
Puerto Rican population is much less than in the total

U.S. population, the proportion of Puerto Ricans receiving

Social Security is smaller than their numbers appear to
warrant.

Public Assistance

® With their very high rate of poverty and accessibility
to urban social service agencies, the proportion of
Puerto Rican families receiving public assistance (24%)

is higher than the proportion of the national population

receiving public assistance.
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Cuban Americans

Immigration

Only about 5,000 Cubans were reported as immigrants to the
United States prior to 1925, Tt was not until the advent of
Fidel Castro in Cuba that the major flow of Cuban refugees to
the United States ensued. Between 1960 and 1970, over a quarter
of a million (265,000) Cubans immigrated legally to this country.
The rate of immigration reached its height in 1968, when 99,000
Cubans entered the United States. Since 1968, the rate of
immigration has greatly decreased, because of restrictions on
emigration imposed by the Cuban governanent. Since 1970, an
average of 22,000 Cubans have immigrated to the U.S. each year.
There are now over 600,000 Cuban Americans in the United States.

Population Characteristics

e The main destination for the Cuban refugee population
during the 1960-1970 decade was Florida: 45% of the Cuban
immigrants listed that state as their U.S. destination.
More Cuban Americans have moved to Florida from other
states than have left Florida. 46% of all Cuban Anm fricans
live in the state.

® The Cuban Americans are almost entirely urban dwellers.
Of all Cuban Americans, 98% live in cities.

® Barely 18% of the Cuban American population were born in
the U.S. The majority of native-born Cuban Americans are
still young children, and 93% of all Cuban Americans who
are 18 years old or over are foreign born.

e Throughout most of the recent decade of Cuban immigration,
more Cuban females than Cuban males have come to the U.S.
Recently almost half the Cuban immigrants have been middle-
aged or elderly.

e Unlike the other Spanish Origin groups, the median age of
the Cuban American population (about 32 years for both men-
and women) 1s among the highest of any population. Young
Cuban Americans (18 years old and under) comprise less
than one-third of the total Cuban American _population.

o Of the total Cuban American population, 6% are 65 years
old or older, a proportion smaller than for elderly in
the total U.S. population, but larger than in the other
Spanish Origin populations.
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Family Characteristics

e The Cuban American family is one of the most stable,
with a high proportion of husband/wife families and
high proportion of children, 18 and under, living
with both their parents. The proportion of families
headed by a female (12%) is only 1% above the national
average.

® As Cuban refugees immigrate to this country, they are
apparently moving in with, relatives who are already
established. This is indicated by the fact that while
Cuban American families have fewer young children than
any other population group, a large proportion of the
families (27%) have five or more members, indicating
a high number of extended familigs.

Education Characteristics

e The Cuban American population has just as high a
percentage of persons without much education as other
Spanish Origin populations. 45% of all adult Cuban
Americans have eight or fewer years of education.

e The proportion of Cuban Americans who are high school
graduates is high compared to other Spanish Origin
groups, but still 11% below the average for the total
U.S. population.

e Of the total Cuban American population in 1970, 95%
reported Spanish as their mother tongue; this is not
unexpectea, given tne very large proportion of Cuban
Americans who are foreign korn.

Employrent Characteristics

e In 1970, 84% of Cuban American imales were in the labor
force, the highest rate of participation by any group
in the country. The labor force participation rate of
Cuban American women is alsc among the highest at 51%.

e Unemployment among Cuban American males is close to the
U.S. average. Wnile the unemployment rate among Cuban
American wemen, at 7.3%, is slightly higher than the
U.S. average,it is lower tnhan that reported for other
Spanish American women.
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® A quarter of all the Cubans immigrating between 1960
and 1973 wno had an occupation when they immigrated
~sere in professional and managerial occupations. Another
15¢ w~re white-collar clerical workers. However, the
proportion of immigrants who are white-collar workers
has decreased steadily since the mid-sixties. More
recent immigrants are largely from blue-collar, semi-
skilled and unskilled occupations. Since 1970, half
of all immigrants with occupations were operatives,
service workers, and laborers.

® The contrast in jobs held by the Cuban American women
and women in the total population is marked. While a
fifth of all women in the United States are in the
professional and managerial occupations, less than
half the proportion of Cuban American women (10%) are
in these higher status occupations. Over half the Cuban
American women are employed in semi-skilled and unskilled
occupations, compared to 36% of all women.

Income Characteristics

® With the high proportion of persons in the work force,
the average Cuban American family is able to generate
a greater family income. Three out of five of all Cuban
American famiiies have two or more earners.

® Although higher than for other Spanish American populations,
the income level of Cuban American families is still not
up to the average for the total population, despite the
contribution of more earners. Of all Cuban American
families, 17% are living on an income of less than $4,000
a year, compared to 15% of all families in the U.S. Of
all Cuban American families, 39% have an annual income of
$10,000 or more, whereas the proportion for families in
the total population is 47%.

Poverty Characteristics

e Currently, the rate of poverty among Cuban American families,
13%, is just over the average for the country (11%). The
poverty rate among Cuban families who immigrated to the
U.S. between 1955 and 1965 is only 8%, but among families
who have immigrated since 1965, it is twice the U.S.
average (22%).
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e Poverty among female-headed Cuban American families
and elderly Cuban Americans is son.what lower than
among the country as a whole, possibly because of the
extended family structure, within which family members
with limited means are assisted by relatives.

e Under the Cuban Refugee Program, public assistance
for the Cuban American population has not been based
solely on poverty status and the percentage of Cuban
American families receiving public assistance (17%)
is greater than the percentage of families in poverty (13%).
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PREFACE

This report is one of a series being developed by Urban
Associates, Inc. (UAI), under Contract No. HEW 0S-72-209 with the
Office of special Concerns, Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Planning and Evaluation, Office of -the Secretary, U. S.
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.

The basic purpose of the contract was to conduct a two-
phase, comprehensive study of major barriers to culturally-
relevant delivery of DHEW services to three major ethnic
minority groups in America today:! Americans of Spanish
Origin, Asian Americans, and American Indians. Under Phase I
of the contract, UAI undertook to:

® Survey the parameters of the problem
® Identify major problem areas

® Make an overall assessment of the degree to
which ethnic minorities obtain their fair
share of culturally-relevant services

® TIdentify the major barriers involved

Three major conclusions were drawn from the Phase I study
concerning the ethnic minorities:

1. All of the ethnic minority groups have serious
deficiencies in the areas of healch, education,
and welfare; deficiencies which flow from
impoverishment, cultural differences or, most
often, a combination of both; and thus have
substantial need for the services DHEW is
committed to provide for all Americans.

2. Each ethnic group is unique, having a different
language (or languages), life style, world view,
and differing kinds and degrees of need for
various services, such that, for each group
separate, individualized, and culturally-sensi-
tive planning and delivery vehicles are necessary
if their needs are to be adeguately met.
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3. Contact with community agencies by the ethnic
consultants during Phase I indicated that each
of the ethnic communities complained about
serious problems in the availability, method
of delivery, cultural sensitivity, and presence
of ethnic minority staff in DHEW-funded programs
at the local level.

Based upon the results of Phase I, the Office of Special
Concerns selected a number of issues for in-depth review by
Urban Associates in Phase IIX.

In addition to this analysis of 1970 Census data pertaining

to the three ethnic minorities, the other components of the
Phase II study are:

® An Evaluation of the Indian Health Service

® A Study of Ethnic Minorities in the Health
Occupations

® A Study of the Impact of DHEW Decentralization
on the Ethnic Minorities

® A Field Study to determine the extent to which DHEW services
are responsive to the needs of the Asian Americans

<
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I. INTRODUCTION

This volume, analyzing selected data from the U. S. Census
of 1970 on persons of Spanish Origin, represents one of three
Such volumes on three major ethnic minority groups in America
today (the other two groups being Asian Americans and
American Indians). The development of this report stemmed from the
finding in Phase I of the contract that there was a considerable
absence of data on the numbers and characteristics of ethnic
minority consumers, the service needs of ethnic individuals,
beneficiary data by ethnic group, and other key indicators of the
ethnic minorities' needs for services. Such information is
indispensable to effective program planning by HEW. Therefore,
this study focuses on generating specific data on the character-
istics of ethnic minority individuals who are potential consumers
of HEW services.

Our primary objective was to develop a report that would be
useful to the different audiences within HEW, as well as to the
state agencies dispensing HEW funds.

In conducting our analysis, we have given special attention
to the stereotypes of ethnic minorities held by many persons.
The reader will find that most of these stereotypes cannot,in
fact,be maintained. We have also endeavored to look beyond the
national data on each of the groups, to local data, in order to
determine whether characteristics as reflected in national data
were also reflected in the data from particular localities. Our
study results have shown that national data on the ethnic minor-
ities do frequently obscure, rather than reveal, the varying
facts about many of the ethnic minority groups. We have presented
our findings with the intention of highlighting these distinctions.

A. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE 1970 CENSUS AND PAST CENSUSES

In 1970, the U. S. Bureau of the Census for the first time
reported on persons of Spanish Origin as a major ethnic group,
warranting national attention. Persons of Spanish Origin are
the second largest minority group in the United States. In all,
they numbered 9.1 million people in 1970,1/ 2.4 million of whom
were in poverty.

1/ According to Census 1973 Current Population Survey, there

are 10.6 million persons of Spanish Origin. U. S. Bureau of

the Census, Current Characteristics, Persons of Spanish Origin

in the United States: March 1973 (Advance Report), Series P-20,

No. 259, January, 1974 (Reprint). Also see Section on Census Under-
count.
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The 9.1 million persons of Spanish Origin are a diverse
group of people, from divergent areas of the world,and of
different national backgrounds as indicated below.

(4

Table I-1

Spanish Origin Subgroups According to the

1970 Census

All Central
Spanish | Mexican Puerto & South Other
Origin JAmerican Rican Cuban | American Spanish
Total
aggg}ation 9,072.6 | 4,532.4 1,429.4 545.6 1,508.9 11,057.3
% of U. S. .
Population 4.5% 2.2% 0.7% 0.3% 0.7% 0.5%
% of Spanish
Origin
Nationally} 100.0% 50.0% 15.8% 6.0% 16.6% 11.6%

* Individual percentages in this and other tables may
not add up to the totals due to rounding.

Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of the
Population, Subject Reports: Persons of Spanish
Origin, PC(2)-1C

The Census taken in 1970 was the first one in which persons
of Spanish Origin were asked to identify themselves. Up to that
time, Censuses taken on Spanish Surnamed and Puerto Rican persons
were accumulated haphazardly, according to such characteristics
as surname, speech or through visual identification. Other
persons were identified by their place of birth or their parents'
place of birth. Through this procedure,those Spanish persons
whose families had been living for over 400 years in what is
now the United States were overlooked.

In 1970, the separate Spanish groups designated by the Census
were: the Mexican Americans, the Puerto Ricans, the Cuban
Americans, Central and South Americans, and Other Spanish. The
latter group ircludes those persons whose families originated
directly from Spain or had been living in this country prior
to 1848, when the U. S. took the Southwest from Mexico. In
New Mexico, 60% of the Spanish identify themselves as "Other
Spanish" and only 40% as "Mexican Americans." The "Other Spanish"
vyho were original settlers differ markedly from those "Other
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Spanish" who immigrated from Spain and have been living in this
country for varying lengths of time.

The varying terms, such as Spanish Origin, Spanish Heritage,
Spanish Surname, Spanish Speaking, etc. that are used to
designate Spanish Americans,often cause confusion. Puerto Ricans,
whether born in Puerto Rico or in the United States, are
listed as "native born;" yet for all practical purposes, those
porn in Puerto Rico have as many and as complex difficulties
as those "foreign born" persons from Mexico, South America, or
Central America.

Because of the variation in methods utilized to collect data
on the Spanish, some discrepancies may exist among Census data
collected over the decades. However, there is adequate com-
parability of data on Spanish Origin population reported in the
1970 Subject Reports: Spanish Origin or in the General Social
and Economic Characteristics, on "Spanish Language" or "Surname"
or "Spanish Heritage." Data for the five southwestern states
are compared with data available for those five states in
previous decades (see Table I-2 and Chart I-a).

The difficulties experienced by the Mexican Americans and
Puerto Ricans--the two largest groups and those having the
greatest problems of economic and social adjustment into U. S.
society--have been obscured within the total Spanish data.
"Other Spanish" (except for those who are long-time inhabitants
of the southwest) and "Central and South Americans," because
of their income, education, and integration into the society,
apparently have had fewer socio-economic problems. Additionally,
"Other Spanish" have been the only group whose members have
intermarried in large numbers 1/ with non-Spanish, which has
tended to reduce language barriers for the children and ease
their integration into the general society.

The entry adjustment problems of newly arrived cuban
immigrants have been mitigated by major infusions of
federal money through the Cuban Refugee Act, which has provided
funds to meet their economic and social needs.

B. METHODS USED TO COLLECT DATA

In terms of completeness and accuracy of data obtained and
published, this Census was much improved over previous counts.
Special emphasis was placed on ethnic/racial minority groups,
in response to increased interest expressed by government and
private agencies, ethnic/racial and community organizations,

1/ Only 40% of "Other Spanish" husbands are married to

women of Spanish Origin, see U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current
Population Reports: Persons of Spanish Origin in the UnItedq
States November 1969, Series P-20, No. 213 :
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Table I-2

Spanish American and Mexican American Population of

Five Southwestern States as Variously Identified

in Censuses of 1930 thru 1970

(Statistics for 1960 based on 25-percent sample; for 1940, 5-percent sample)

BFST £00Y AVAILABLE
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Sources: U.

Subject Reports:

S. Burcau of the Census, Census of Population, 1960

Final Report PC(2)-1B Table A, p. 1x.

Subject Reports:

S. Bureau of the Ccnsus, Census of Population, 1977

G4

Native
Poreign
All Native or Mixed Poreign
State Classes Total Parentage Parentage Born
Total, all States:
Spanish Origan, 1970 5,008,556 4,124,777 e — 883,771
Spanish Surname, 1970 - - '\ 2,514,478 1,303,258 -—
Spanish Surname, 1960 3,464,999 2,530,185 1 1,899,462 1,030,783 534,814
Spanish Surname, 1950 2,281,710 .+ 1,889,210 ; 1,133,680 775,530 392,306 )
Spanish Mother Tongue,1940 |} 1,570,740 1,247,360 ‘L* — 628,000 619,300 325,440
Mexicans, 1939 1,282,833 752,211 | 253,441 498,770 530,672
Arizona: !
Spanish Origin, 1970 264,770 237,603 | — 1B — 37,167
Spanish Surname, 1970 — ] Py y 133,136 75,684 1 — _
Spanish Surname, 1960 154,356 I 160,106 I 95,825 1 64,281 ! 34,250
Spanish Surname, 1950 128,580 ¢ 105,315 53,380 51,965 23,235 _____
Spanish Mother Tongue,1340 | — 10T, 880 77,143 27,609 50,149 24,140
Mexicans, 1939 114,173 66,313 18,955 47,363 47,855
California:
Spanish Origin, 1970 2,369,292 1,777,667 — - 591,625
Spanish Surname, 1970 - — 552,181 | 702,080 —
Spanish Surname, 1960 _]_._,_4_26,538 i 1,141,207 656-,6_7‘4 ! 484,533 85.331
Spanish Surname, 1950 __158,400 1 591,540 266,835 324,705 166, 860
Spanish Mother 'Tongus,1940 _416,140 ' 279,440 63,700 | 215,749 136,700
Mexicans, 1930 368,013 | 176,667 29,138 ! 147,529 191,346
Colorado:
Spanish Origin, 1970 225,506 216,849 — — 8,657
Spanish Surname, 1970 — —_ 130,330 21,859 -—
Svanish Surname, 1980 157,173 15_.]._,_652 135,277 16,415 5,481
Spanish Surname, 1950 T8, 715 ] 113,750 1 98,750 15,060 ! 4,9%5
Spanish Mother Tongug,1940 92,580  « 85,900 |\ 71,800 14,100 6,640
Mexicans, 1930 57,676 | 44,6860 |f 32,956 11,904 iZ,816
o ]
New Mexico:
Spanish Origqan, 1970 308,340 296,473 - — ! 11,367
Spanish Surname, 1970 I I ___ ' 267,960 26,060 o —
Spanish Surname, 1960 269,127 ] 258,500 |, 235,372 23,167 1 10,613
Spanish Surname, 1950 248,560 738,540 [ 216,805 21,235 ' 10,520
Spanish Mother Tongue,1940 271,740 ¢ 213,920 | 132,820 21,1001 7,320
Mexicans, 1930 59,340 43,357 25,586 17,771 15,983
Texas:
Spanish Origin, 1970 1,840,648 1,606,185 — - 234,463
Spanish Suraame, 1970 e — 980,821 + 479,575 —
Spanish Surname, 1560 1,417,610 1,218_L6_Zl 776,284 + 442,387 | 194,139
Spanish Surname, 1950 1,027,455 840,535 477,910 362,625 1 186,020
Spanish Mother Tonque,1940 !~ 738,743 590,300 272,080 {" 318,220 148,140
Mexicans, 1930 6’3_11,681 421,009 156,500 274,203 262,672

Persons of Spanish Origin, Final Report pPC(2)=1C
Persons of Spanish surna_m'_e,‘ ﬁinal Report PC(2)=-1D
0d
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and researchers. For the first time, the U. S. Bureau of the
Census launched an extensive program to improve minority coverage,
including a pre-Census campaign to contact major minority groups
and gain their cooperation in the count. Special brochures and
posters were printed for Spanish Speaking groups and community
educators were employed in major cities to explain the Census,
assure groups Of the confidentiality of individual Census
returns, and show how Census data is used to benefit citizens
(for example, in planning and funding government programs).
Community groups were asked to help the Bureau locate indigenous
persons to be employed as enumerators and supervisors, and to
help with special problems (for example, to contact and assist
persons who spoke no English and who mistakenly threw away
Census questionnaires received by mail).

Special procedures and funds were used during the Census
enumeration to reduce the "undercount" of ethnic minority groups.
Enumerators in some areas were paid more for more difficult tasks,
enumeration teams were used and enumerators speaking the native
language were used whenever possible, particularly in barrios,
etc.

In 60 cities in the country (principally in metropolitan
areas), the Census Bureau, with the cooperation of the U. S.
Post Office, used mail-out/mail-back forms based on address
registers. This is in contrast to previous Censuses whereby
enumerators called personally on each household. In the
1970 Census, such enumerators were used primarily in rural
areas and when it was necessary to contact households that did
not respond to the initial mail survey.

The Census forms were designed to maximize the count and
accuracy of data with respect to ethnic minorities. On a 20%
sample nationally (i. e. every fifth person or household)
respondents were asked to enumerate themselves by race and ethnic
origin, for example, persons were asked to state whether or not
they were of Spanish Speaking origin. Also persons who identi-
fied Spanish as their "mother tongue" (language spoken in their
households when they were children) were designated as Spanish
Speaking. Finally, if the father in a household was determined
to be Spanish Speaking by such criteria, the entire hcusehold
was counted as Spanish Speaking.

Therefore, the data on the Spanish populations as reflected in
this report are based primarily on persons of Spanish Origin 1/
in preference to persons of Spanish Surname . 2/p The latter
includes persons with Spanish last namec whether or not they
were of Spanish Speaking background (for sxample, Pilipinos),
and excludes those persons whose surnames may not reflect their
Spanish Origins (e.g. Pedro O'Brian).

1/ "U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Popuiation, 1970
Subject Reports: Persons of Spanish Origin Vol. PC(2)-1C.

2/ U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census ot Population, 1970
Subject Reports: Persons of Spanish Surname, Vol. PC(2)-1D.
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Publications from the U. S. Census Bureau based on ta. ations
from the 1970 Census provided the detailed socio-economic infor-
mation on the three largest Spanish subgroups in the United
States--the Mexican Americans, the Puerto Ricans and the Cuban
American. In addition, information on all persons of Spanish
Origin was provided.

Except where indicated, the source of all data in this volume
is the 1970 Census of Population, as published by the U. S. Bureau
of the Census, specifically in the following puhlications:1l/

General Population Characteristics, United
States Summary, PC(1l)-Bl

General Social and Economic Characteristics,
United States Summary, PC(1)-Cl

Detailed Characteristics, United States Summary, PC(1)-D1

Subject Reports: Persons of Spanish Origin, PC(2)-1C
Puerto Ricans in the United States, PC(2)-1E

Results from subsequent surveys and tabulations of persons
of Spanish Origin have been issued by the Census Bureau and
where these are the source of data, they are cited as footnotes.

C. UNDERCOUNT OF SPANISH IN THE 1970 CENSUS

Since the publication of the 1970 Census, the validity of the
9.1 million population count of persons of Spanish Origin in the
United States has been questioned. It has been charged that the
number of Spanish persons has been seriously underestimated,
due to inaccurate Census designations and inaccurate methods of
gathering data.

The U. S. Commission on Civil Rights, in its report on the
Spanish Speaking undercount, 2/ stated that insufficient attention
was given to the necessary methodology for collecting data on the
Spanish Speaking.

1/ A detailed list of Census publications with data on persons
of Spanish Origin is contained at the end of this report.

2/ U. S. Commission on Civil Rights Counting the Forgotten,
U. S. Government Printing Office, April, 1974.
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The report goes on to point out that the mailing lists
used to send out Census questionnaires Were commercial mailing
lists (such as lists of property tax payers) which were not
representative of the Spanish Speaking population. Also, none
of the actual forms used to enumerate the population were
translated into Spanish. Only instructional materials (including
samples of the Questionnaire forms) had been translated.

As a result of the report on the Spanish Speaking undercount,
there appears to be no doubt but that there was an undercount;
rather the question is to what degree the Spanish Speaking were
undercounted.

The Census Bureau itself admits to some degree of under-
count 1/ and recent Census estimates of the number of persons
of Spanish Origin in the United States have recently been
revised upward, 2/ so that the figure for people of Spanish
Origin in the United States in 1973, 10.6 million people, re-
presents an increase of 1.5 million people over the 1970 figure.
The more recent figures represent a 1l6.6% increase over flqures .
for 1970 (see Table I-3). The greatest change occurred in estimates
of the Mexican American population--a nearly 40% rise over 1970
totals. While persons of Spanish Origin were estimated to be
4.5% of the total U. S. population in 1970, in 1973, this pro-
portion increased to 5.1%.

Since the 1970 Census data are the basis for program decisions
for the allocation of funds under formula grants, resource allo-
cation in general and special revenue sharing, Congressional
apportionment, etc., the impact of the population revisions
would be substantial. With more than $70 billion in the U.S.
domestic budget, the difference in numbers of Spanish Origin
people in the United States represents at a minimum, $350
million of funding allocation. Yet, at present, it is the
1970 Census figures and not the updated figures that will
be the base upon which allocations are made. Clearly, serious
attention should be given to the implications of the new Census
figures.

The Cencus Bureau cites several factors as being responsible
for the marked incvease in population from 1970 to 1973 including
reclassification cf the origin of children under 14 living in
households with a aead or wife of head of Spanish Origin; new
terms used to identify persons of Mexican origin; direct

l/* See, for example, U. S. Bureau of the Census, Subject
Reports: Persons of Spanish Surname, Vol. PC(2)- lD and
"Estimates of Coveradge of the Population by Sex., Race and

Age in the 1970 Census" (paper presented at the annual
meeting of the Population Association of Americ¢a, New Orleans,
La. April 26, 1973) by Jacob S. Siegel of the U. S. Bureau of
the Census.

2/ U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports,
Persons of Spanish Origin in the United States (Advance Report)

March 1973. P-20, No. 259 .
0035




. Table I-3

Number of Persons of Spanish Origin

1970 Census and March 1973

~1973
Type of 1970 Percent
Spanish Origin Census Number Change

Total, Spanish Origin 9,072,602 10,577,000 16.6%

Mexican Origin 4,532,435 6,293,000 38.8

Puerto Rican Origin 1,429,395 1,548,000 8.3

Cuban Origin 544,600 733,000 34.6
Central or South .

American Origin 1,508,866 597,000 }-60.4

Other Spanish Origin 1,057,305 1,406,000 33.0

* fThe decrease in the total number of persons designated as

of Central or South American origin between 1970 and 1973 may
have occurred because of: (1) a shift to one of four new
terms used to designate persons of Mexican origin in the 1973
Survey and (2) the replacement of self-reporting with direct
interview as the primary method of gathering data.

Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports,
Population Characteristics, Persons of Spanish Origin
in the United States: March, 1973, (Advance Report),
Series P-20, No. 259, January, 1974 (Reprint).
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interviewing instead of self-enumeration; a revised sample
design reflecting results obtained from the 1970 Census; and
actual increase due to new births and immigration.

(1) Racial/Ethnic Classification of Children

As of 1973, all children under 14 in families where
the wife of head was Spanish, were counted as being of
Spanish Origin. Prior to this, children under 14 living in
families with a wife of head of Spanish Origin but a house-
hold head of origin other than Spanish were classified
according to the race of the head.

(2) Additional Self-Designation Categories

In 1970, only one category "Mexican" was given to
persons for self-designation as far as persons of Mexican
origin were concerned. By 1973, however, three other
categorji.es--"Mexicano," "Chicano," and "Mexican American"
were added. These new designations apparently increased
both the Mexican count and the total Spanish Origin count.

(3) Use of Direct Interviewing

While the 1970 Census used both self-enumeration and
direct interview to collect data on Spanish Origin, the
1973 Survey was done entirely by interviewing, much of it
by telephone.

(4) Sample Design®

Since the estimates of the total number of persons of
Spanish Origin in 1973 were based on a sample and not on a
total Census, estimates were subject to some degree of error.
However, the sampling was changed to reflect new information
available from the 1970 Census rendering it probably more
accurate than past estimates.

(5) Actual Increase
The Census Bureau estimates that the rate of natural
increase due to births for persons of Spanish Origin in the

United States is about 1.8% per year. Between 1970 and 1973
this would amount to a 5.5% increase or about 506,000 persons.

0G3u
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Net immigration to this country has also contributed signi-
ficant numbers of additional persons. Between April 1970 and
June 1973, the following immigrants were reported: 1/

Mexicans 191,596
Cubans 68,525
Central Americans 33,862
South Americans 51,818 2/
Spaniards 13,335

Total 359,136

) Also it is probable that some 48,000 3/ Puerto Ricans
migrated from Puerto Rico to the United States during this
same period of time.

Due to births, immigration, and migration, then, it is likely
that some 900,000 persons of Spanish Origin were added :zo the
U. S. population between 1970 and 1973. This accounts for almost
two~third. of the difference in population between 1970 and 1973
according to the Census Bureau. The balance can probably be
accounted for by the factors described above.

However, these increases still do not address the Census
undercount issues thac have been raised by the Spanish community.
For example, city school systems in New York; California and
Texas report many more Spanish school children registered than
are reported in Census for children of that age gro